University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

5-8-1975

UM alumnus Edwin Mertz elected to National Academy of
Sciences
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM alumnus Edwin Mertz elected to
National Academy of Sciences" (1975). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present.
24153.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/24153

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

____ (i) news
Information Services

University of montana • missoula, montana 59801 • (406) 243-2522

IMMEDIATELY

c. winslow/rk/ds/rb
5-8-75
state + cs +

UM ALUMNUS EDWIN MERTZ ELECTED
TO NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
MISSOULA-·

Dr. Edwin T. Mertz, 1931 University of Montana graduate and a co-discoverer of highlysine corn, was recently elected to the National Academy of Sciences.
Mertz, internationally recognized biochemist, was one of 84 scientists elected to
the academy by its membership, bringing the academy's membership to 1,134.
A Purdue University professor of biochemistry, Mertz, 65, has been engaged in both
teaching and research.

He and Dr. Oliver E. Nelson Jr., a geneticist now at the

University of Wisconsin, are co-discoverers of high-lysine corn.
Working as a team, they found in November 1963, while testing the amino acid pattern
of several strains of corn, that one called opaque-2 displayed an unusual amount of amino
acid.

Lysine is an amino acid that enhances the quality of protein in grains.
This work stimulated worldwide research toward improving plant protein quality

through genetic manipulation.

The use of high-lysine corn provides improved nutrition to

people in all parts of the world where corn is the major staple of diet.
Dr. R. L. Kohls, Purdue dean of agriculture, said of Mertz's election:
proud and pleased for Dr. Mertz and for all agriculture at Purdue.
science and to feeding a hungry world are beyond measure.
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His contributions to

It is gratifying to see the

Academy of Sciences recognize such contributions."
Mertz's election to the academy has been preceded by many honors.

He was a UM Alumni

Association Distinguished Service Award winner in 1973 and received last November the 1974
Edward W. Browning Achievement Award for improvement in food sources.
Mertz is a native of Missoula.

After receiving his bachelor's degree in chemistry

and mathematics from UM in 1931, Mertz earned both his master of science and doctor of
philosophy degrees at the University of Illinois.
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